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wants. They at once sent word to the master
of the Benjamin that they had no Intention of
molesting him, unless he hindered them in
getting provisions, in which case they would
sink him. The master of the yacht was only
too glad to be left alone ; the pirates got their
provisions, and, in recognition of his behaviour,
presented him with a recently captured Portuguese
ship. Sir John Gayer, in much fear lest he
should be accused of being in league with the
pirates, quickly made it over to the Portuguese
authorities.

When the intelligence of Kidd's piracies
reached England, there was a storm of indignation
in the country. Party feeling was running high
and with unusual violence. The majority in the
House of Commons desired the ruin of Somers and
Orford while aiming at the King. The charge of
abetment in Kidd's misdeeds was too useful a
weapon to be neglected, so it was added to the list
of accusations against them. It must be admitted
that the circumstances of the Lord Chancellor, the
head of the Admiralty, and other prominent men
using their influence to forward a venture from
which they were to profit, under fictitious names,